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LAW OFFICES 
GORDON THOMAS HONEYWELL LLP 

1201 PACIFIC AVENUE, SUITE 2100 
TACOMA, WASHINGTON  98402 

(253) 620-6500  -  FACSIMILE (253) 620-6565 

BEFORE THE SKAGIT COUNTY HEARING EXAMINER 

MILES SAND & GRAVEL CO. and CONCRETE 
NOR’WEST 
 

Appellant,  
 

v. 
 

SKAGIT COUNTY 
 

Respondent.  

NO.  PL21-0348 

Application Nos. PL16-0097 & PL16-0098 

DECLARATION OF DAN COX 

 

 

 

Dan Cox declares under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington 

as follows: 

1. I am over the age of 18, competent to testify, and make this declaration 

based on personal knowledge. 

2. I am a General Manager for Miles Sand & Gravel Company (“Miles”). In that 

capacity, I have acted as the point person for the company on its Special Use Permit 

Application (PL16-0097) (“Application”) for its gravel mine north of Grip Road, which was 

submitted to Skagit County on March 7, 2016. 

3. The entire 722-acre Grip Road property except the 3 mining parcels (referred to 

here as the FPA Property) is managed under DNR Forest Practice rules, RCW Ch. 76.09 

and WAC Title 222, allowing for ongoing forest management of the entire property.  
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4. The FPA property is also subject to a Forest Management Plan approved by 

the DNR. A copy is attached as Exhibit A.  

5. The Plan contemplates the very long-term use of the FPA property as a forest  

plantation. That use will continue well beyond the life of the mine, which will 

terminate with reclamation and replanting of timber on the mine site. Under the Plan, 

timber harvest will continue to occur during the life of the mine and for many decades 

afterward.  

6. The Plan addresses the maintenance of the forest roads. All work on the 

roads to date has been under the auspices of and approved by the DNR. See Exhibit B 

attached for the DNR approval of the most recent work. 

7. The 3 mining parcels were approved for conversion to a non-forestry use with 

the participation of the County in 2016. See Exhibit C. The roads were not converted and 

remain under the purview of the DNR permit as evidenced by the DNR approval of road 

maintenance described above. They will continue to be used as forestry roads throughout 

the mining use and well beyond that into the future. 

8. I have reviewed the comment letters cited by the County as the new 

information relied upon by the staff in deciding to require critical areas review for the 

increased use of the road. There is nothing new there. The planned use of the logging roads 

has been part of the proposal from day one. 

9. The County decided at the outset that critical areas review of the logging 

road was not required and that the critical areas code only applied to the development 

activities at the 3-parcel mine site.  

10.  Nor are the public comments about this issue new. During earlier comment 

periods there were a number of comments about the logging road and the claimed need 
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for critical areas review. I attach one from the attorneys for neighbors and dated October 

4, 2017, as Exhibit D. It requests critical areas review for the road among other things. This 

is by no means a new claim nor is there any new information. 

11. The potential paving of a short section of the logging road (approximately 

500 feet) is also not new nor does it implicate the critical areas code. It has been discussed 

since a County site visit in 2018 and in subsequent communications. In fact, the purpose 

of the deviation that triggers the paving suggestion was the avoidance of reconstruction 

that would have impacted critical areas buffers. Again, this has been under discussion with 

the County for literally years. 

Dated this 11th day of August, 2021. 

 
      _________________________________ 
                  Dan Cox 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT A 

































































































 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT B 











 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT C 























































 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT D 
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